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reserves, but ranks only sixth in production. Likewise, it ranks seventh
in coal resources and only ninth in production.

The Cantabrian region furnishes approximately half of the iron
ore and two-thirds of the coal mined in Spain. Here large deposits of
each are located near tidewater, and are nearest to the great markets
of northern Europe. The principal coal fields are located near Oviedo,
and are benefited by the proximity of such ports as Gijon and Aviles.

Peasant types in Asturias. (Courtesy of the Spanish American Society, New York.)

In spite of its considerable resources, Spain produces only some 7,500,-
ooo tons of coal annually, while its consumption is over 8,000,000.
Thus imports are necessary at present, but if the recent rapid increase
in coal production is sustained, it is not impossible that the country
may eventually produce a surplus for export.

The center of iron ore production, lies farther to the east, near

Santandcr. This region is responsible for over half of Spain's total
. production of some 6,500,000 tons. Only a small portion of the ore

mined is used locally, but its excellent quality causes it to be in wide